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emergency he would be able to take refuge in his own
domain.

The family of R. B. Martineau happened to live near by,
and to the discomfiture of Lear they possessed a large
Newfoundland dog, who, when taken out, was in the habit of
leaping up by way of request that a stick or a stone might
be thrown for him to chase. " To Lear/' says Hunt, " a
man of nearly six feet, with shoulders in width equal to
those of Odysseus, the freaks of this dog were truly exaspera-
ting. * How can the family/ said he, ' ask me to call upon
them when they keep a raging animal like that, who has
ever his jaws wide open and his teeth ready to tear helpless
strangers to pieces ?. . . such monsters should not be allowed
to go at large/ "

Not long after the two had settled down to their work,
Millais wrote to announce his intention of spending a week-
end with them. Lear immediately grew inquisitive as to
what this now famous painter was like, and such a glowing
account did Hunt give of his friend that Lear declared that
he was indeed fit to bring in the " Millaisneum " of art
44 But," enquired the cautious Lear, "is he disposed to
lord it over others ? "

" Well/' replied Hunt, " you know there are men who
are good-nature itself, but who have a knack of always
making others carry their parcels.''

" Oh, but I won't carry his," said the other.

" Yes, you will," was the rejoinder. " You won't be
able to refuse."

Millais arrived at the appointed time, and on the Sunday
the party made an excursion on foot to Winchelsea and Rye.
On the beach near the Fairlight Cliffs they came across
some cuttlefish bones in good condition, and Millais, with
an eye to his art3 determined to take them home in spite of